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Introduction:

Either when building from scratch, or when reconstructing old towns and villages,
the fact remains that in Cyprus, nobody takes into account the people who are
either blind or deaf or are deprived of their mobility.

How is it possible that in the Europe of forbearance and acceptance of
differentiality we continue to live as if all people are able-bodied and build roads,
sidewalks and buildings that only the elite of able-bodied people can use?
Particularly in a country when once a year a special charity event is organized for
the benefit of people with special needs, with the participation of almost all radio
and TV channels, the state and every single citizen, in which the amount of money
collected equals one and a half time the size of its population?
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1:12 AQnynTpla: Xe KooV «a0paTo ToiXo» TPOCKPOLOLY kadnuepva ta
atopa pe e181keEG avaykeg ot S1akivnorn Toug, 0To KTIoTO
TePIAAAOV TTOL TOVG «TIPOTPEPEL» T KLIIPLAKT KOIVGOVIAL.
"Evav «toixo» mov mpoariel Tooa eumodia otny
QITPOCKOIITN KAl ACPAAT) TPOGBa0T| TOUG, TOV 0010 Ol
aptipeAeig Sev pmopovv va avtian@Bovv av Sev Toug
vmoSeryOel.

MuloUpe yia pia Svouevr) Siakpion oe fAPOg TOL TAEOV
eAeV0EPOL STKAOUATOG EVOG ATOLOV: VA CUUUETEXEL OTA
kowvd. 'Evav «adpato toiyo» mov Bewpolv amoToko evog
YEVIKOTEPOL KOIVOVIKOV TTPOPATLATOC KAl ATTOLTOVV TNV
ALLEOT) ETAVOT] TOV, MG U1 AVAPALPETT KOWVWOVIKT)
avaykatotta. Na punv kaptepd KAmolog, o [Un YEVOLTo, va
ovpuPel KATL 0° AVTOV Y1 VA KATAVOT)OEL QUTNV TNV
AVAYKA1OTNTA.

1:48 [Tedn: ~ATopa VYU IOV TEPTATOVV, OV PAETOVV, TTOL AKOVV, OEV HITOPOVV
VA XPTOUOTTO)00VV TETO0V £160V¢ KATAOKELACUATA OTIWG Elval
Ta 71e0dPOUIA HAG, TIPAYUATIKA S1EPOTOVUAL, ATOUA TTOV
XPNOUOTOI0VV TPOYXOKAOIoUA, TUPAOL, KOPO1, av UIropovyv va Ta
xpnoomomoovv. Mnmwg o1 Anjuot Bempoliv Ta ATopa avtd dtopa
devtepng katnyopiag;

2:05 Anuapyog Ztpofoiov: -Nouilw 011 eival tpooPANTIKO Kat HOVo va
OKEPTOVUE OTL 01 Aol OewPovV TOUC AVATINPOUG
atoua devtepng katnyopiag. To Bepa ywpidetan
Baowkd oe S0 peydha kepaioia: OOV 1
avamtugn eivar mapBeva kot Snuovpyeital Twpa
ekel kat §1a vOUOoL eival uItoypemTIKO KAl TOTEV®
OTL OAO1 01 Afjuot Kat o1 181w teg ppovtilovy va
SnUIoVPYOVV TN OWOTH LITOSOUT) Y1 TOUG
avAamnpovg. AvTo gival To eva.

To Sevtepo eivar OTL ekel ov eivan o1 TOALIG
avamtoyonkav avapya, pe pia cwpeia
eMelpewv, Ba mpénel va mape mow | eva
OTPATNYIKO TTPOYPAUUATIOUO, OTYd — O1YA, VA
OMUI0VPYT|OOVLE TN CWOTI LITOSOUT) YA TOUG
AVAITNPOLG.

2:48 ITapamAnyikn: -I1ote emtéAovg o1 kataoTnuatapyeg otnv Koumpo 6a
epapupooovy 1o vouo g E.E. yia va pitopovv ta
Tpoyokafiopata va kivovvtal Heoa Kat €€ amo 1o
kataotua; Iag Oa paivovy SnAadn, eotw, twng Ba
KAADWOULE TO £vVA OKAAL TTOL LTTAPXEL, OXeGOV 0€ OAA T



KATAOTIUATA;

3:04 Exnipoowsog I1.0.B.E.K.: -KAsola Kataotruata o £Xouvv avavemndet,
£XOLV TTPOPAEWYEL AUTHV TNV AVAYKT), OU®G
VITAPYOVV KAl KATACTILATA JIOV, TEXVIKA,
etvan Suokolo. Emtiong, PAEnw OT1 pémel va
VITAPEEL KAl PeTa& TOL AoV KAl TV
KATAOTNLATAPY®V KATTO1A GUVEVVONOT), 000V
agopa Tt SuvatotnTa, HEoW TV Tefodpoiny,
VA VITAPYEL PAUITA TTOV VA LITOPOLV Ol
ava&lomabovvteg va ¥pnooTolovy Kat va
UITAVOUV OTA KATACTHLATAL.

3:37 ITapamAnyikog ap. 2: “HBeha v’ amevbuvOm oto Anuo, kat o€ 01010
Snuapyeio vtapyel, Twpa mov pumnke otV E.E., Tt €xet
KAVEL Y1 TO 51KO TOV O7TITL KAl 0TO AT)UAPY0, YEVIKA O
kaBe Anuapyo, ag mapel eva tpoxokabiopa kot ag
Sraoyioel ) Makapiov, 1 katola Maxkapiov, va Set
IOV LTTAPYOLV TIPOTPACEILG.

4:04 Anuapyog A/olag: -Oa 1o kAuw, av xperactel! AAG yvwpidn kat AAa
TTOAAA TTPOPATILATA TA OITOLA VITAPYOVV, OX1 LOVO
0t Aew®opo Maxapiov, aAAad 0° 0AOKANpT) TN
Agvkwoia. Avotuywg, dev vtapyel o aAnAocefacuog.
K1 exeiva ta mefoSpouia, ta omoia €Xovv Yivel KAmoleg
TPOVOLEC, OX1 TEAEIEG TIPOVOIEG, V1A VA UITOPOVV VA
KUKAOQOPOUV KAl 01 UNTEPEG UE TA TALSAKIA TOUG TTAV®
OTO KAPOTOAKL, T AvOpmITol e E101KEG AVAYKEGS, AKOUN
dev Hmopovv va ta Xprooo)oovy, S10Tt eivat
YEUATA aIt0 avTokivnta. Apa, To IpoPAnua eival o
aMnAooefaocuog. Ipemnel, o moAng, o Snuotng, o
O1|U0G, TO KPATOG, V' APYIOEL... VA VIMOEL WG TIPETEL
eMTEAOVG va oePaoTel To oLVAVOPWITO Tovg, va oePaoTel
TNV TOAT.

4:58 ITapamAnyikog ap.3: -'Eyive vopog yia mpoofaocelg, amod tn fovAr), Opwg avto
TNPELTAL OTA HIVILOVU KAl TTOAD apyd. Mankaue otnyv
Evpmrn, mote emtedovg Oa Eepiyovpe amo ta pivipouvy,;

5:15 A. Xprotogiag: -T'ivetat pia evratikn mpoonddela... TPEmEL va Tw OTL Y1 va
EKPPACOVLE TKAVOITOINOT Yla TNV Tpoomdbeia sov yivetal
Ba mpémel va yivouv akopa ToAAQ, kal yU auTo,
ovupEPIOUEVOG KAl TNV avnovyia Tov K. KaAAr, 0éAw v’
atevBLVE EKKANOT KAl TTPOG TNV EKTEAEOTIKT) £§ovoia AAAA
ka1 ;tpog Toug Anuovg kat tig Kowvotnreg, va
EVTATIKOIONOOLV TI EPYAOIES, VA AVTATOKPIOoUUE, OXL
artAwg otovg kavoveg g E.E., 1 amthmg otnv vAomoinon twv
VOV TTOV £YOVE eYKPivel, AAAA 0° VA KOIVWVIKO KaOnkov
IOV £YOVUE ATEVAVTL 0€ oLVavOp®ITOVE pag, o1 omoiot,
Xwp1g T BEANON ToUg, £TUYXE, VA EXOUV ALTA TA TTPoPATLaTA.



6:07 ITapamAnyikog ap.3: ~-AvoTuX®G, T TAEI0TA KLPEPVNTIKA KTip1a eival un
mpooTteAdolua oe Atopa pe tpoyokadiopata kat,
YEVIKA, OE ATOUA LE AVAITNPiEC.

To ovykekpluevo vovpyeio, o Yrovpyeio Eowtepikov,
pad pe 1o Ymovpyeio Tvykowvaviov kat 'Epywv,

elval Ta vIToVPYELa OV ival apuodia yia v
EPAPLOYT] TOV VOLOVL TTEPT 08®V KAl O1KOSOU®V,

IOV TIPOPBAETEL TNV AGPAAT] KAl ATTPOCKOITN

POCPaAon THV AVAT PwV OTO TEPIPAAOV KAl e
ao@aield.

[Tote n moAtela, emtelovg, Ba det ta mpofAnuata avta
ue ) §eovoa @povtida;

6:42 Exmp. Y. 'Epywv & Metagopmv: -Ziyovpa o kUpiog IIpokormiov £xet dikio o
QUTA TTOV ETTONUALVEL, Y1ATL TIPETEL VA 0AC TTK OTL OTNV
Kompo apynoape toAd va KATavor)COVE TA OTUEId TV
KA1p@V JT0V eMPBAAAOLY KAl ATTAITOVV £va TEPIPAAOV
TPOOBACIHO KAl PIAIKO Y1 OAOVG TOUG XPTIOTEG, Y1 OAO
Tov TANBvopo. O vopog mept 06V Kal 01KOSoU®V,
0TOV 071010 avagepetal o kVplog IIpokormiov, eival
olyovpa &va onuUavVTIKO epYAAElO.

'Ouwg 8ev apkel amd povo Tov yia va AVoEL To TpoPAnua,
yati astevBuvetat povo ota vea ktipla. T yivetan pe ta
TTOALY, OPWG, TA VPLOTApEVa, Ta Snuoola ktipta. [Tpémet
va evtayBolv k1 autd og pia aivoida tpoofaong stov Ba
ETMTPEWPEL OTO XPNOTI TPOXOKADIOUATOG VA KUKAOPOPT|OEL
QITPOCKOTTAL.

7:33 Anuapyog A/owag: -Na kapovpe akopa Atyn vitopovr)... Ilpaypatika,
viwBovpe, wg Evpwmaikn mpwtevovoa, mwg dev
LUITOPOVLE VA KABLOTEPT)OOVE TTEPIOCOTEPO...
Bplokopaote oe emtagn pe v kvpepvnorn, fprokopacte
0€ ETTAEPT] UE XPTUATOOIKOVOUTKOUE 0PYAVIOUOVS Y1d
va Bpovpe ekeivo To Savelopuod mov yperadetal, Kat,
eAmtidovpue mwg n Aevkwoia Ba et kaldTepeg pepeg,
OUVTOUA. AEV HITOP® OU®G VA eMPEAIOO® THC AVTO
Ba yivel peoa ota enopeva §vo xpovia, S10Tt o
01a01Ka01eg 01 0TTOlEC LITAPYOVV V1A KATAOKEVACTTIKA
£PYQ, TPAYUATIKA, TTAIPVOLV TTAPA TTOAD KA1PO.
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1:12 Narrator: People with special needs find themselves hitting against an
“invisible wall” in their efforts to move about in the walled-up
environment “offered” by Cyprus society.

It is a “wall” that interposes so many obstacles to their unhindered
and safe access, that able-bodied people cannot realize its
existence, unless it is pointed out to them.

We are talking about a discrimination against a person’s most
fundamental right: to participate in common affairs.

This is an “invisible wall” that is considered as the end product of
a more general social problem. The people affected demand the
immediate resolution of this problem, as an inalienable social
necessity. We should not wait - God forbid — for something to
happen to us first so as to be able to grasp this necessity.

1:48 Pedestrian: -Even healthy people, walking people, seeing people, hearing
people, are unable to use constructions such as our pavements.
It makes me really wonder how they can be used by people in
wheelchairs, blind people, deaf people. Could it be, perhaps,
that the Municipalities view these people as second-class
citizens?

2:05 Mayor of Strovolos: -I consider even the notion that the Municipalities view
invalids as second-class citizens, offensive. The issue
basically consists of two legs: one where development
is a new concept being undertaken now and where it is
obligatory by law - and it is my belief that all
Municipalities and private individuals take great care
in creating the correct infrastructure for invalids. This is
the first leg. The second leg is the case of towns
developed without any urban planning whatsoever,
with a lot of deficiencies; there we will have to start
from the beginning, with strategic planning, and create,
step by step, the correct infrastructure for invalids.

2:48 Paraplegic: -When will, at last, shop owners in Cyprus implement the EU
regulations, so that wheelchair-bound people will be able to go
in and out of shops? How will they get in, at the very least?
How are they going to replace that one step existing in almost
all shop entrances?

3:04 Shop owners rep.: -Some shops that have been renovated have provided for



this need; there are shops, however, for which such
alterations are technically difficult. Additionally, there
has to be some sort of understanding between the
Municipality and the shop owners regarding the
possibility of building a ramp between pavements to be
used by wheelchair-bound people for easy access to shops.

3:37 Paraplegic no.2: -1 wanted to ask the Municipality, any Municipality, now that
we have accessed the EU, what have they done for their own
towns and townspeople? I would also like to ask the Mayors
to sit in a wheelchair and try to go across Makarios Avenue
or any street, to see where there is access.

4:04 Mayor of Nicosia: -I will do whatever it takes! I am also aware of many other
problems existing not only in Makarios Avenue but
throughout Nicosia. Unfortunately, there is no mutual
respect whatsoever and those pavements that have been
built under special provisions — albeit not perfect
provisions — so as to be used by mothers with children in
prams, or people in wheelchairs, are not suitable for use,
because they are full of parked cars! Therefore, the
problem is that of mutual respect. The citizens of a town, of
a municipality, the Municipality, the state, should realize
that they should respect their fellow men and the town in
general.

4:58 Paraplegic no.3: -A legislation regarding access was passed by the House of
Representatives; however it is kept to the minimum capacity
and is very slow moving. We have accessed Europe. When
are we going to do away with these “minimums”?

5:15 Pr. of the Parliament: -Intensive efforts are being made...I must stress,
however, that in order to express our satisfaction for
the efforts being made, a lot more things should take
place. And to this aim, respecting Mr. Kallis’ anxiety, I
would like to appeal both to the administrative
authorities as well as to the Municipalities and the
communities, to step up work so as to be able to fulfil
not only the EU regulations, or to implement the laws
we have passed, but also to fulfil a social duty we have
towards our fellow men and women who are
inadvertently facing these problems.

6:07 Paraplegic no.4: -Unfortunately, most government buildings are inaccessible
to people using wheelchairs and, in general, to invalids.
The competent Ministry, the Ministry of the Interior,
along with the Ministry of Transportation and Public Works,
are the competent ministries for implementing the Law
on Roads and Buildings, providing for the safe and



unimpeded access of all invalids.
When will the state apply itself to the solution of
these problems?

6:42 Planning Officer for People with Disabilities at Ministry of
Public Works and Transport: -Certainly, Mr. Prokopiou's remarks are justified.

I have to tell you that in Cyprus, it has taken us
too long to understand the signs of the times
which demand an accessible and friendly
environment for all its users, for the depth and
width of all the population. The town planning
and building law to which Mr. Prokopiou
makes reference, is certainly an important tool.
However, it is not enough on its own as a
means of solving this problem, because it
applies only for new buildings. What will
happen with the old, existing buildings, with
public service buildings? They have to also
become part of a chain of access that will enable
wheelchair users to circulate without any
hindrance.

7:33 Mayor of Nicosia: -We should be a little more patient. Really, we feel, as a
European capital, that we cannot dawdle any more. We are
in contact with government authorities and other
financiers so as to obtain the funds required and we hope
that a new day will dawn for Nicosia very soon. I cannot,
however, confirm that this will take place within the next
two years, because the existing processes regarding
construction works are, indeed, time-consuming.



