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Introduction:

In Greek, the word “paideia” which is originated by the word “paidi”, child that is,
means both education and culture. So in order for a people to realise and to promote
its cultural heritage, education is considered to be the key measure.

In Cyprus, after the Turkish Invasion of 1974 and the thereupon occupation, the only
merit that kept its value and its worthiness was that of education.

It is not a surprise then that, when people is asked to comment on their civilization or
culture to turn all their considerations for the future on education.
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Translation (original Language)
Culture
CY.B.C. Nicosia

Epwmnon: -Eival n fdon tov moArtiopo, va ogfetal €vag ToATIKOg TOV EAUTO
TOV, TO KOUUA OTO 07010 avikel Kot Tov Eupwmaiko toATiopo
olyovpa, autn eival 1 Bactkn epwTnor).

BovAevtng: -I'a va oefaoteig Toug AAAOUG, TTPEMEL va 0ELECAL TOV EAVTO
o0V, aAAQ... TIoAD meplocoTepo, Y va oeffecal Tov eQuTO
o0V, TIPETEL VA 0ePAOTELS TOUG AAOLG.

Ytoupyog: -...xa1 pe avtov tov tpoTo va povue oty E.E. wg 1coTipot etaipot
ka1 va mpooBeoovpe ki epelg eig to pwoaiko g E.E., oto
LwoaTKo TV moAmiouwv g E.E....

BovAevtng: -Av pmtopovpe va KataAdfoupe OTL LITAPYEL TO S1APOPETIKO, TTOV
exer v aia tov, aAa eival amAwg S1aPopPeTIKO, TOTE UTOPOVE
VA EKTIUTNOOVLE K1 AUTO JIOV EIUAOTE.

Epwmnon: -Tt kavete yia va Sratnpnet o apyaiog moATiopog kat, biaitepa,
TV KATEXOUEV®V, TTOV £XOVV OLANOEL KAl KaTaoTpaPEel, yia
Siatr)pnon kat IpoBoAn Tov apXaiov TOATIOUOU pag, Kat
TMEPALTEP® AVAITITLEN TOV, TOOO €1 TNV KOWVMVIA, AAAA
101aitepa oTa oYoAEiQL.

BouvAevtng: -EAmtidovpe o0t n évta&n g Kompov oty E.E. Oa Aertovpyroet
oav aomida, eArtidovpe akoua ot n tpodeon g Tovpkiag v’
akoAovOnoel Evpwmaiko §popo Ba odnynoet ovvtoua, kat
ApYAC VA LNV LITAPYEL KATOXIKO KAOEOTMC, AAAQ, KAl OTO
evO1a1E00, VA 0BACTOVY AUTA TA APYALOAOYIKA KAl
TIONTIOTIKA PLVTELQ, TA 0TTO1a €1val LITO TOV EAEYYO TOUG.

Eivar aAnBeia 01t to kpatog dev £xel KAVEL TIG AVTIOTOLYEC
TPOOTAOELEG LUE TO TTOCO ONUAVTIKOC €lval 0 TTOAITIOUOG TOV
07T010 £YOVUE TNV TUXN VA KAT|POVOUOULE...

Eym é\eya mAvTOTE OTL TO KPIOO EPAOTIUA KA Y1A TOV JTOAITIKO,
QG KAl 1A TOV A§lwaToUX0 TOV KPATOLG TOV XL eEovala,
elvarl v avTiAn@Oolue KATOTE TTO10 TTOATIOUO EXOVUE VA
S1ayelploTovE.

AvTo 1oyVet kan ya v ekmaidevor, yati 1) ekmaidevon ya va
etvar avtadla evog Tomov, 0wg 1 Kbtpog, 10topikov, Ba mpemet
va tapayetl tadeia.

H KVnpog eivar o0Ad0kAnpn éva avoryto povoeio. 'Etol Oa enpene
Ta véa Tadia va tpooeyyidovy ta J)THuata g 10Topiag Kal Tov
JTOATIOUOV, AAAA TAVTOYPOVA VA EYKATAAENPOUE AlYO TN
LLOVOELKT) TTPOCEYYION.



Epwtnon: -Tt mpwtoPovAieg avarapfavouy oUTwg MOTE VA PEPOVYV OE TEPAG
AUTOV TO OTOXO, JTOL Olyovpa €lval 1) TTOAITIOTIKT KivnoT oTnV
Kompo: kivnon 18eav...

Ymovpyog: -Yrapyovv ta tpoypappata g E.E. ov eivan ta mpoypappata
«Xwkpamng», ta omoia n E.E. emyopnyet, ovtwg wote va
uopovv: ouadeg madiwv, opadeg kabnynTwv, opddeg AV
eVO1aPEPOUEVOV AVOPOTIOV VA EMTOKENTOVTAL KAl VA
AVTAAAAOCGOLY ammoyelg pe Stapopeg areg Evpwmaikeg xwpeg,
1] AA\ovg opyaviopovg oe Evpwmaikeg Ympeg.

BovAevtng: -H Kimpog €xel Vv evkaipia, 0Omwg 1)Tav otavpodpot
TIOATIOU®V VA €XEL S1aopa LvNUeia, KL Ox1 Hovo tng EAAnvikng
apadoong, Ta 0Toid TPETEL VA TA 0ELACTOVLE KAl VA TA
avadeifoupe, kal va avadeifovpe Katl v avayAven eKova mov
glval 0 TOTT0G LaAg, TNG OUVAVTNOTG TTOAITIOUMV.

H ocuvavinon oto mapeABov £yve peéoa astod  Pla g 1otopiag,
Ta oNuAd1a g OUME eival TETOLA, IOV UITOPEL va SwooLV TO
urvoua sov eival to unvupa g Evouévng Evpanng. AnAadT),
oTt Ba ¢oovpe padi Stagopetikoi. Kat 011 o thovTog g
Evpwnng eival o mAovpalopog ne.

Epatnon: -Eyo 0a 116eAa moA) va eviiagpepBovv yia v madeia pag, yiati ewv’
exel mov Eexvd...o AvOpwItog
Na ytioovpue mavw oty tadeia. H maibeia eivan to vmeptato
ayaBo To 07Tol0 WITOPEL KAVEVAG VA TTPOGPEPEL OTOV AVOpwITO.

Yrtoupyog: -ITAEov eym Sev moTed® €1¢ TNV AVAYKAIOTNTA TWV YVOOEMV.
O1 yvoEe1g elval TP KOOTKOTIOUUEVES O€ NAEKTPOVIKOUG
VITOAOY10TEC, EVKOAQ, UE TO TTATNUA 2-3 TTANKTPWV, UITOPEILG
va gxelg ot 51a0e01) 0oL OAEG TIG YVROOELS TTov BEALIg, eVl 1)
ovyxpovn (w1 astantel AAAeg 8e§10TNTEG, AAMEG TKAVOTITEG,
OTIWG E1VAL 1] TKAVOTNTA VA cuvepyadeoalt...

Epotnon: -ExstoAltiote Tov KOOUO yla va uabel va oupmepipepeTal Ko
KAADUTEPQ, KAl va EEpel katl kKaAvTepa Tt {nTd.
IMati, agov n tadeia eivar eBvikn avaykn Sev exel eEapebel amod Tig
TEPIKOTEG YA VAL TECEL KATW, SEPW ‘YW, 0 delytng Tov MaaoTpiyT;
ITmg ptopovpe v’ amartovue kKalvtepn standeia, Tn otiyur) tov de
Sivovpe ypruata: «Ast, 8n, XpUATOV, KAl AVEL TOUTWV 0VSEV £0TL
yeveaOan Sedvtwv».

Ymovpyog: -To Yo [Taudelag, kat yevika otnyv ekmaidevon, dev €xovue
pewwoel Tig Samaveg. Eival AdBog peydro. Ztnv mpaypatkota...
Seiyvovpe pa avgnon 20%.

BovAevtng: -IIpemel va yivouv Hadikég emevOUOELG O0TO EKTTAISEVTIKO
uag ovoTua, ITpeta ast’ oAa 1) Kumpog Sev eivan oe Beon va
omovdaoel Ta Tad1d TNG.



A0 25 YIMABES (POITNTEG TTOL EXOVLE, OTToLdAovE E6W
otV Kompo povo g 4-5.

Epotnon: -ZkePTeote va KAvETE 0ploueveg aAlayeg topa pe v E.E., v
EVTAEN HaG KAl TTO1EG EIVAL AVTEG 01 AAAAYEG;

BouvAevtng: -H E.E., kau Sev eivan tuyaio, Sev €xel vITOYXpEWTIKT KON
TS EVTIKT) TTOALTIKT], OTIWG £XEL AYPOTIKT], OLKOVOLIKT) T}
voopatikn. Oewpei n Evponn, n evouévn Evpwnn, otin
exmaidevor eivat vitobeon, kata Paon eBvikn.

Ytoupyog: -'Exovpe eloayayet Tig {wVeg EKTASEVTIKNC HeETAppLOUIOC.
AnAadn, oe vrofaBUICUEVES TTEPLOXES EXOVUE OPYAVOOEL TIG
Aeyoueveg (WVEG EKTTAISEVTIKTG TTPOTEPAOTNTAG, Evag Oeouog
KALVOTOUOG, 0 071010¢ AapfBavel vmtoyn o@aipikd to madi,
TN LOPP®OT) KAl TNV eKTaidevon TV Tad1wv Ao To
VITIAYWYELD, UEXPL TO AVKELD, OVTWC MOTE VA UTTOPECEL
va mapakoAovOnoet To maidi oe OAeg Tig fabuideg g
eKaidevong, Kal eival oQAIPIKT) AVTILETHOIMION, Adppavovtag
VITOYPT] KA1 TNV OIKOYEVELAKT) KATAOTAOT] TOV TS0V,
TA OTKOVOUTKA TOV KAt TO 1810 To mtaudi...

Epotnon: -H mtponBnon g maideiag oiyovpa @pepet Kat eva KAAUTEPO
enineS0 MOAMTIOHOU KAl TOAITIOTIKNG EK@PAoTC. Apa, N TpowOnon
g mawdeiag, olyovpa Ba @epet Eva KAADTEPO TOMTIOTIKO emimeSo
0’ AUTOV TOV TOTIO.

BovAevtng: -...n Kimpog £xel kABe evEia@peEPov va avoryTel 0To evyeveg avto
AYQOVIOUA TV TTIOAITIOTIK®V KATAKTIOEWY KAl va emevEDoEL, Kat
vV GUYKPOTINOEL TAEOV Uid OXECT) (WVTAVT) TOUG OXOAEIOV,

TNG OXOAIKIG KOWVOTNTAG, [L€ TOUG SNUIOVPYOUS TTOATIOLOV,
LLE TIG EVEOQELG TTOAITIOUOV TTO0V ptopel va epBovv amo to
eEWTEPIKO, AAAA KVpiwg, Sivovtag otovg avbpwitovg v
evkaipia, Ta pEoa,  YAwooouddela mpot am’ OAq,

Y10 VA TTIPOCEYYIOOUV TOV AAAO.

...Tn S1akivnon W8emv Sev TPETMEL va TN OKEMTOUACTE LOVO YA
18¢eg mov Oa €pBouvv A’ €€w TPOg TA PETAL.

Ytapyel kat 1) avtiotpo®n popa, Kt kel eival mov Oa mtpemel va
KAVOULE TNV Tipoomabela.

O moArtiopog aidel 0Tav £xel TPOTAOELS, AKOUA KAl V1A TO
onuepvo Pio twv avBpommwv. ‘Otav divel Avoelg.

Epotnon: -To Bioua evog Ao Kal 1) 01KOYEVELAKT Tapadoor) eival autd tov
TOV ETMTPETIOVV VA £PAPUOLEL TOV TOATIoNO Tov. Tov toAtiko Oa
PWTOVOA TIWG UITOPEL VA EPAPUOOCEL TOV TTIOAITIOUO TTOL €XEL O KAOE
JTIOAITNG HETA TOV.

BovAevTng: -Agv TIPETMEL VA EXOVE TTAVTA TO AYXOG VA TIPOOTATEYOVE
AUTIV TNV TapAdoon Kal TNV TAUTOTNTA, TIPETEL VA EXOVLE
Vv &yvola va Swaoovpe ouvOnkeg eAevbepiag otovg avBpwmoug,
va otnpiovpe, To0 KPATOG, 1) TOALTEIA VA OTNPIEEL TIG TPOOTADELEG



mtov adidovv otnpi&ng, kal asmo kel kat mepa Ba vrofdiw OTt eivan eva
HEYAAO EpWTNUA YA OAeg TIG XwpPeg, akopa kat yia v E.E. g ovvolo,
TO Tl €1VAl TTOAITIOTIKT] TTOALTIKT).



Translation (English)
Culture
CY.B.C. Nicosia

Question: -1t is the basis of civilization for a politician to respect himself, the Party he
belongs to, and the European civilization certainly. This is the basic
question.

M.P.: -In order to be able to respect other people, you must respect yourself, but
furthermore, in order to respect yourself, you should respect others.

Minister: -And in this way, we will enter the EU as equal partners and make our own
addition to the mosaic of the EU, the mosaic of the civilizations of the EU.

M.P.: -If we are able to understand that there is something different, something of
value which is, quite simply, different, then we are will appreciate what we are.

Question: -What do you do regarding the conservation of antiquities — in the occupied
areas particularly, where religious and sacred creeds have been looted and
destroyed — as well as to conserve and project our civilization and
developing it further, both within the framework of society and
particularly in schools?

M.P.: -We hope that the accession of Cyprus to the EU will act as a shield.
We also hope that the intention of Turkey to follow a European route will soon
lead, firstly, to the abolition of the occupation regime. In the mid time, we only
but hope they will, from now on, respect these archaeological and cultural
monuments which are presently under their control.
It is true that the state has not exerted commensurate efforts to the greatness of
the civilization we are lucky enough to inherit.
I've always said that the vital question, both for a politician as well as for a
government official empowered to act, is to realize eventually the greatness of
the civilization they have on their hands to manage.
The same goes for education, because education to be worthy of a place such as
Cyprus, a place brimming with history, will have to produce culture.
Cyprus is an open museum in its entirety. Through this point of view should
young people approach history and civilization issues, while at the same time
avoid treating them in antiquated ways.

Question: -What sort of initiatives do you undertake so as to achieve this aim, which is
certainly cultural movement in Cyprus, the propagation of ideas...

Minister: -There are EU programmes such as “Socrates”, which are funded by the EU,
aiming at enabling groups of children, educators and other interested
parties to visit or exchange views with various other European countries or
other organizations in European countries.



M.P.: -Cyprus has the opportunity, as a crossroads of civilizations to possess various
monuments and not only monuments of Greek tradition, which we have to
respect and set off, as well as the ....image of our island as a meeting point of
civilizations.

This “meetings” in the past were made through the violence of history, its
marks however are such that can give the message of the United Europe: In
other words that we will live together in diversity. And the wealth of Europe is
its pluralism.

Question: -I would like us to show interest in our education, because this is the
starting point of people.
-To build on education. Education is the supreme good that Man can be
offered.

Minister: -1 don’t believe any more in the necessity of knowledge. Knowledge is now
encoded in computers. You can very easily, by hitting one or two keys, to
have at your disposal all the information that you want. Life today,
however, demands other capabilities, other abilities, such as the skill of
cooperation...

Question: -Educate people so that they learn to behave better, to be more aware of
what they are asking.
Why is that, education, since is considered a national need, has not been
exempt from retrenchment so as to decrease the Maastricht index?
How can we demand better education, when we do not give any money?
“Money is needed and without money, nothing of what has to be done can
be done”. (Quoting ancient Greek philosopher, Demosthenes).

Minister: -The Ministry of Education has not made cutbacks in education.
This is a great misconception. In fact, an increase of 20% in spending has
been noted.

M.P.: -Mass investments must be made in our education system first and foremost.
Cyprus is unable to offer college education to Cypriot youths.
We have 25,000 university students in Cyprus, with only 4,000 or 5,000 of
them
studying locally.

Question: -Do you intend to make some changes now with the EU, after our accession,
and what are these changes?

M.P.: -It is not a coincidence that the EU does not have a mandatory common
educational policy, similar to the common agricultural, economic or monetary
policy. The United Europe considers education as basically a national business.

Minister: -We have introduced the zones of educational reforms. Shortly, in backward
areas we have organized the so-called “zones of educational priority”; it is
an innovative institution, taking into account each child as an integrated



unit, from the kindergarten through high school, taking into account the
child’s family situation, its economic state and the child itself.

Question: -The promotion of education will certainly bring about a better quality of
culture and cultural expression. Therefore, the promotion of education will
certainly lead to the emergence of an improved cultural level to this island.

M.P.: -It will be to the benefit of Cyprus to open itself to this noble contest of cultural
conquests and invest in it; and if it manages to create a living relationship
between the school and the school community in general with the cultural
creators, with the cultural injections that may come from abroad, but, mainly,
by offering people the opportunity and the means, the polyglottism, first of all,
to approach other people... We must not think the dissemination of ideas only
in terms of ideas coming in from abroad. There is also the reverse trend, and
this is where particular effort must be made. Civilization counts when it has
propositions even for today’s life. When it offers solutions.

Question: -The experiences, of a people and family traditions, are the elements
allowing people to implement its civilization. I would ask the politicians
how they will implement civilization that each citizen carries within.

M.P.: -We must not always be under the strain of how to protect our tradition and
identity; we must be preoccupied with how to provide people with conditions
of freedom, how to support... the state, the government how will support the
cultural efforts worthy of being supported. From there on, I would say that this
is a substantive question for all countries, even for the EU as a whole, namely
what we consider as cultural policy.



