PRIX CIRCOM REGIONAL 2006

The best regional television programmes in Europe

ENTRY PACK

Rules, Categories, Criteria, Entry Form

This information is also available on the Circom Regional website

www.circom-regional.org
AWARDS CHAIRMAN: DAVID LOWEN

RULES OF ENTRY

Please read these rules very carefully because it is important that all entries conform fully. A breach of any of the rules may mean disqualification.

1. Entries can be accepted only from member stations of Circom Regional. Programmes made by independent producers can be considered only if entered by Circom Regional member stations.

2. Each regional station may enter one programme in each category: News, Documentary, Cross Border, Sport and Web Site. That means each regional station may enter up to 4 programmes in total, plus the station web site.

3. Programmes must have been broadcast for the first time since January 2005 and should not have been entered in Prix Circom Regional 2005.

4. Programmes must be submitted as broadcast, except for additions required by Rule 6.

5. Each entry must be accompanied by a brief outline of the programme in English or in French which is sufficient to help the judges to understand more about the reasons for making the programme and the main theme or stories.

6. Each entry, including those in English, must have adequate sub-titles in English. 

7. A copy of the script in English or French should also be provided: this will be kept with the programme tape in the Circom Regional archive. 

8. The entry forms for programme categories, with outline, must be at the RTVSlo office by Friday 31 March 2006.

9. The programme entry formats for 2006 are DVD (first preference), or DVC-Pro or Beta SP if DVD is not possible. Entries, with all support material must be at RTVSlo by Friday 7 April at the latest. VHS cassettes are not acceptable.

10. The entries for the web site categories must be notified as soon as possible and in case by Friday 24 March 2006 to allow judges to view the sites before they gather to discuss them. Please note this is an earlier deadline than for programmes.

11. Entrants agree in advance that, should their programme be a category winner (not second prize or commended), they permit at least one regional transmission and one repeat of that winning entry by any Circom Regional member station within its own region during 2006 free of any licence or rights payments. An international version, without sub-titles, will be required for this.

12. Entrants agree in advance to one transmission of a winning programme (not commended programmes) by EbS (the European Commission’s satellite channel) during 2006 free of any licence or rights payment.

13. Entrants agree in advance to promotional non-broadcast showcase screenings organised on behalf of the Prix Circom Regional.

14. Entrants agree in advance that brief excerpts from programmes may be broadcast as part of regional news reports or promotional items about Prix Circom Regional.

15. The cost of despatch, customs, insurance will be paid by the entrant.

16. Programmes and texts will not be returned but remain in the archives of Circom Regional. 

17. Any cash prize or trophy presented will be to the entering Circom Regional broadcasting station. It will be for that broadcaster to decide who may represent the station to collect the award at any award presentation and who may keep the money and the trophy.

18. Where the entry is from one station but the programme is a co-produced programme, the submitting station is required to inform any partner stations who have contributed to that programme. The award will be made to the submitting station and it will be for the submitting station to decide how the prize money is allocated.

19. Where more than one co-producing station submit the same programme, any award will be joint. It will be for the winning stations to decide how the prize money is allocated.

20. Co-producing stations may submit different programmes from a series.

21. In any dispute, the decision of the chairman of the judges, David Lowen, will be considered final and binding on all entrants. Any significant dispute will be reported to the Executive Committee of Circom Regional.

PRIX CIRCOM REGIONAL AWARD CATEGORIES

The following award categories will be contested in 2006

Documentary



Grand Prix Circom Regional trophy

· 5000 euros and trophy

· Free visit to Kolding conference for one representative of winning station.

Special Award of France 3

· 3000 euros and trophy

· Free visit to Kolding conference for one representative of winning station.

Avid Award

· 3000 euros and trophy

· Free visit to Kolding conference for one representative of winning station.

News


Circom Regional trophy

· 3000 euros and trophy

· Free visit to Kolding conference for one representative of winning station.

Television Across Europe

Committee of the Regions Award 

· 4000 euros and trophy

· Free visit to Kolding conference for one representative of winning station.


Sport




ERT3 Award

· 3000 euros and trophy

· Free visit to Kolding conference for one representative of winning station.

Web site



SVT Award

· 3000 euros and trophy

· Free visit to Kolding conference for one representative of winning station.

AWARD CRITERIA

It is important that all entrants should check the criteria for each award before entering. Please make sure your programme does qualify for the award category you are choosing. If you enter in the wrong category, you may be disqualified or the judges may be unable to consider your programme fully on its merits. 

Entrants should also read the Rules of the competition to make sure they attach and enclose all the details which the judges require.

Entrants should also check they have filled in the Entry Form fully.

1.
DOCUMENTARY PROGRAMME

Entries should be documentary programmes on a single subject. Neither the topic nor transmission need be regional but judges would welcome the examination of issues which have particular regional relevance even if set in an international or national context. 

Judges will seek evidence of a strong storyline and outstanding professionalism in direction and technique. Programmes of strong journalistic investigation are encouraged but so are programmes with a personal view or an unusual perspective. Documentaries which show fresh techniques or great imagination are welcome.

Within the context of general excellence, the Special Award of F3 gives added weight to the quality of journalistic investigation and the Avid Award gives added weight to editing skills.

Please note that this category is for complete programmes with only one subject. Magazine programmes must be entered under other categories as must items which are longer than news items but still contained within another programme. 

2.
REGIONAL NEWS REPORT

The award is for the best news report of any length and structure. Only a single news report should be entered, not an entire programme. If an entire programme is received, judges will view only the main story.

Judges will look for a high level of journalistic quality and enquiry on a story which has interest and significance to its regional audience. They will expect the story to express the issues clearly, to explore them thoroughly with interviews and to add an explanation which places the event in context. 

The report may be all on location camera or may be a sequence of “building blocks”, which uses location shooting and studio presentation to examine all the issues in the story. For instance, a report on a spectacular fire may provide excellent pictures but the judges will expect the report to include explanation of why this fire has special significance or relevance.

The judges will also look for good examples of how resources available to a television report are utilised to aid the quality of the story-telling: camera, sound, video editing, graphics, links, studio.

The news report must be an item within a programme: it should not be a self-standing news programme or “special”. However, it is acceptable that a news report can take most of a regular news programme, daily or weekly, where its importance merits extended treatment.

The award will be to the submitting station. It will be for the station to decide whether the representative to whom the award is granted should be a reporter, producer, director or any other contributor to the production.

3.
TELEVISION ACROSS EUROPE PROGRAMME

This was formerly the “Cross Border” category. The revised award title is to stress the importance of television stations co-operating more fully and achieving co-productions which explore the differences and similarities between European peoples, states and differing regional and other ethnic cultures.

Please note that this category needs a more focused approach than just being an “international” story. 

This prize recognises:

(1) A programme produced by one station but covers an issue or issues on either side of a national border or strong cultural divide OR 

(2) A programme produced as a co-operative venture by two or more regional stations in different states. 

The judges will give great weight to evidence of co-operation between television states even if this does not amount to a formal co-production. They will give more weight still if the programme is a full co-production.

The subject matter should highlight topics which have wide European interest. In particular, judges will welcome programmes which reflect increasing participation in decision making at a regional level.

Co-production partners should pay particular attention to the Rules of Entry.

4.
SPORT PROGRAMME

This award will be for the best sports documentary or sports feature. The documentary or feature may be about any sport, on any sporting issue or about any sports personality: all ideas and approaches are welcome. 

Judges will pay particular attention to programmes which present a view of the broader spirit of sport or its value in a wider community or in building personal character: sport as a challenge. 

The judges will also pay great attention to conveying the excitement in characters, pictures and sound of sporting endeavour: sport as competition. 

Coverage of a sporting event may be included but only as part of a fuller documentary or feature.

5. STATION WEB SITE

This new award recognises the value to regional viewers of web support for programme transmissions and the host station.

The judges will pay attention to the content of the site and how it adds value to the content of the transmission. The judges will expect information on the web site which takes issues or stories forward beyond broadcast; and/or which gives further background to programmes; and/or which allows viewers to share experiences in relation to the issues in the programme.

In particular, the judges will assess how the web site interactivity allows those who have viewed a programme to have greater involvement and activity.

The judges will also expect the web site to look interesting and attractive and to enhance the brand of the station and/or channel. 

The judges will expect originality in approach and something more engaging than simply text. They will expect to find a simple and clear navigation of the site which makes information easy to find.

Since the web site may not be in English nor subtitled like the programme entries, the judges will welcome a detailed explanation in English of what the web site sets out to do and how it achieves this. The judges will expect a contact at the station to be available during the judging period on Thursday 20 April and Friday 21 April to discuss with them, in English or French, the content as it appears on the site.

This is a new award and we are aware that it may prove difficult to judge outside a one-nation context. This will put a great onus on the entrant to support the entry fully.  

ENTRY FORM PRIX CIRCOM REGIONAL 2006

Please fax or email the entry form for programmes to RTV Maribor by Friday 31 March.

The DVD or entry on other format, together with a hard copy of the entry form and your additional supporting material, should reach RTV Maribor by Friday 7 April. 

Please fax or email the entry form for web sites programmes to RTV Maribor by Friday 24 March.

Please make sure you despatch in good time.

Please write clearly. 

Please read the Rules of Entry and the category and criteria guidelines. 

Please make sure you add information which will help the judges understand why your programme is important or special.
Send entry forms and tapes to the following address:



PRIX CIRCOM REGIONAL

Zoran Medved

RTV Slovenia

Regional TV Centre Maribor

Ilichova 33

2000 Maribor

Slovenija

Make sure the package is marked: PRIX CIRCOM REGIONAL 2006

ANY QUESTIONS?

Questions about tapes, deliveries, packaging, entry forms etc, will be dealt with by: 

Zoran Medved

Phone:
 +386.2.429.91.25 or GSM +386.41.379.674

Fax: 
+386.2.429.91.23

Email:
 zoran.medved@rtvslo.si 

Questions about criteria, categories, rules should not be directed to RTV Maribor but to David Lowen as chairman of the awards:

Email: david.lowen@tesco.net
Phone: +44.7710.745905

ENTRY FOR PROGRAMME CATEGORY

Please tick one box

NEWS REPORT



[    ]





DOCUMENTARY



[    ]





TELEVISION ACROSS EUROPE

[    ]





SPORT




[    ]

Original title 

....................................................................................

Title in English
....................................................................................

Director
......................................
Producer ....................…………….

Date of first transmission
...................

Running time.......................

TV channel

......................................................................................

Entering TV station
………………………………………………………..

Address
...........................................................................................

...........................................................................................

Contact for entry
..............................................................................

(Please note this contact should be easily contactable during the judging period, 19-21 April 2006 in case the judges have any questions).

Tel
........................................ Fax
 ....................................................

Mobile ……………………………..

Email
...............................................................................................

Who collects trophy if you are a winner?…………………………………..

BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE PROGRAMME ENTRY

Explain here what is in the programme, why it is important, and why you selected it for entry to Prix Circom Regional. 

This is important for the judges and you are advised to make use of this opportunity to argue a good case for your programme being a worthy winner.

PLEASE TICK THE BOXES:

I have made sure there are subtitles in English on my video

[    ]

I have enclosed a script in English or in French



[    ]

I have read the criteria and the rules and agree to abide by them
[    ]

Signed


..............................................................................

ENTRY FORM FOR WEB SITE CATEGORY

TV channel

......................................................................................

Entering TV station
………………………………………………………..

Web site address…………………………………………………………..

Station Address
...........................................................................................

...........................................................................................

Editor responsible for site
......................................


Designer responsible for site ....................…………….

Contact for entry
..............................................................................

(Please note this person should be contactable from 24 March to 21 April to answer questions from judges and especially 20-21 April 2006 when the judges will be in conclave. This person should speak English or French or have access to interpretation in those languages.

Tel
........................................ Fax
 ....................................................

Mobile ……………………………..

Email
...............................................................................................

Who collects trophy if you are a winner?…………………………………..

BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE PROGRAMME ENTRY

Explain here how the web site achieves the criteria for the award.

For instance:

· How does the web site support the programmes of the station?

· Why is the content of the site appropriate to the programmes?

· How does the content of the site add new information on programmes?

· How does it give further background to the programmes?

· How does involve viewers more closely in the subjects of programmes?

· How does it help viewers share experiences by interactivity?

· How does the site enhance the brand of the station and/or channel?

· Why do you consider the structure of the web site interesting and attractive?

· Why do you think the navigation of the site is good?

I have read the criteria and the rules and agree to abide by them


Signed


..............................................................................

